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ability to find the truth without divine inspiration. Now it pro-
claimed the mind's boundless possibilities. The Light of Nature
was the temporal reflection of the Eternal Light. God manifests
Himself in the forces of nature and reflects His spirit in the minds
of man. How then could man fail in his effort to know Nature?
"Inasmuch as He is Nature, He acts through Nature. . . . His
spirit in man is Nature, and so is man. His spirit is Nature in

man." 20

THE   LEGEND   OF   DR.    FAUSTUS
Such dangerous deductions frightened scholars of that time.
Uncovering the "occult" not only was dangerous; it was im-
pious. At the threshold of freedom humanity crossed itself in
holy fear. The movements of the Renaissance were accom-
panied by religious qualms, witch hunts, and renegacies.
Paracelsus himself, we shall find, broke down under the burden
of the new knowledge.
Torquemada was a contemporary of Columbus, and St.
Ignatius Loyola of Copernicus. In the imagery of legend the
proud figure of Prometheus, a favorite of Renaissance writers,
was confronted with the tragic figure of Dr. Faustus, who rued
the heavenly fire which his Greek ancestor had brought down
to earth. Frightened by the atomic "Hell Bomb," our genera-
tion can understand the shudders provoked by earlier ventures
into the unknown. Yet, men will never relax in their strivings
for omniscience and omnipotence. In pursuit of knowledge,
scientists have spent their fortunes, ruined their health, and
risked their lives. Many have endured defamation and torture
in asserting the right to free thought, and some have sealed this
profession of faith by dying at the stake.
The legend of Dr. Faustus tells of one who even risked
more than life. He was ready to forego salvation and brave